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Research Proposal (RP)
PLEASE NOTE:  Your Research Proposal (RP) must be approved and your title must be registered within the FIRST YEAR OF YOUR 
STUDIES.  

Please find very useful guidelines on the following

• NWU Templates for Postgraduates | services.nwu.ac.za – Download the Research Proposal template to use.

• https://theology.nwu.ac.za/m-d-program  -  HOW TO? Videos & Booklet on how to write a Research Proposal (RP).

• https://theology.nwu.ac.za/m-d-programmes/research-proposal-title-registration - Process and documents to complete for title 
registration.

• https://theology.nwu.ac.za/m-d-programmes/ethical-clearance - Process and documents to complete for ethical clearance.

The Research Proposal (RP) forms the bedrock of your research and will require a significant investment in time, in thought and in 
perseverance.  Do not be discouraged in any way by the process: be assured that help is at hand should you require it at any point.
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When the study leader/promoter and student are satisfied with the RP, the research proposal and relevant documentation 
must be submitted to the following committees for approval:

 Sub-program / Scientific Committee
 Committee for Advanced Degrees (CAD)
 Ethics Committee (T-REC)

As soon as the CAD has approved the research proposal, the title will be registered, and the student may
continue with his /her research.

The research proposal forms CHAPTER 1 of the thesis/dissertation.

PLEASE NOTE: The Research Proposal (RP) must be approved within the FIRST YEAR of your studies.

Title registration & Ethical clearance



(includes title registration, appointment/amendment of functionaries & examiners)

When the RP is approved by the Scientific Committee, the application documents will be submitted to the CAD with the Scientific 
Report included.

A decision will be made by the CAD regarding the following:
 The title.
 The research proposal – there are three options:

      Option A – approved
      Option B – approved pending implementation of recommendations by the CAD
      Option C – revisions and resubmission required

 Recommendation to TREC regarding the ethics level.
 Approval of functionaries
 Approval of examiners.

When the RP is approved by the CAD:

 The chair of the Scientific Committee and study leader(s) will be informed.

 Higher Degrees will be informed. They will issue the title registration certificate and send it to the student.

 The approved application will be submitted to the Ethics Committee (T-REC) by the CAD-office.

Title registration process



 Research Proposal. 

 Title registration form.

 Code of Conduct form of study leader(s) and student.

 CVs of study leader(s) and student.

 Ethics application form (3B for Literature study OR 3A for Empirical studies) - If the research is an empirical study 
with human participants, the following documents must also accompany the ethics application: Questionnaires; 
Informed Consent; Indemnity form; and any other documents which might be requested by the study leader.

 Proof of ethics training from only ONE of the study leaders (not older than 3 years).

 Proof of ethics training from the student

Documents to accompany Research Proposal



 The CAD office will submit the approved Research Proposal and documents to T-REC.

 The decision of T-REC will be communicated to the study leader/promoter, who will inform his/her student.

 The RISK LEVELS are:
No/Low or Minimal risk – an Ethics Certificate and number will be sent to the student by T-REC.
Medium or High risk – Ethics application will be referred to EMELTEN-REC or HREC.

Ethics Committee (T-REC) process
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